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Rural Conservation areas are intended to 
conserve forested areas, ridges, wetlands, and 
other significant natural areas by clustering 
development and minimizing land disturbance. 
Generally, these areas conserve between 50-70 
percent of a site as natural open space. 

In growth areas, corridors and pockets of rural 
conservation indicate places that may be subject 
to development similar to the adjacent place 
types, but where more compact and low impact 
site design is expected.

In rural areas, these places are appropriate 
for residential development in a conservation 
pattern with lots that are smaller than typical 
rural lots and are clustered to leave natural areas 
undeveloped. 

Rural Conservation

HOUSING MIX
	z Single family residential subdivisions shall be 

clustered in a pattern that preserves 50 percent or 
more open space on a given site

OPEN SPACE
Mostly private. May have trail access.

TRANSPORTATION

Automobile

Private off-street.

Primary Mode(s)

Parking

n/a
Secondary Mode(s)

Primarily automobile access. 
Subdivisions have long blocks 
and meandering streets. 
Sidewalks are uncommon.

Streets

BUILDING FORM

1-2 stories
Height

Varies
Setback

FORM ATTRIBUTES*

EXAMPLE CHARACTER

EXAMPLE PATTERN

LAND USE MIX

Residential, Single family 
(conservation pattern)

Primary Uses
Residential, Attached 
(conservation pattern)

Civic

Secondary Uses

*See page 42 for more information on form attributes. 

Conservation design (above, left) yields the same 
number of homes on a given parcel as a conventional 
subdivision design (above, right). The conservation 
design results in less pavement, shorter distances to run 
utilities, and greater open space preservation.
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Overview

Density
Conservation design yields the same number of homes on a given parcel as a conventional subdivi-
sion design. In Figure 1 and Figure 2, the same parcel is developed for 18 homes. The difference is
the layout of the homes and lots, with the conservation design resulting in less pavement, shorter
distances to run utilities, and greater open space preservation while still providing 18 home sites.
(Diagrams reprinted with permission of The Countryside Program)

Conservation subdivisions have been described as
“golf course communities…without the golf
courses”. A conservation subdivision involves the
same attention to site design and the same
economic dynamics as a golf course community
(i.e., a small lot with access to a shared amenity
commands a premium price). In the case of a golf
course community the proximity to a recreational
amenity, the guarantee that the view of the golf
course will not change and the exclusivity of the
community contribute to desirability in the
market despite the more compact arrangement of
houses on smaller lots. The same factors drive the
market in a conservation subdivision. However,
in a conservation subdivision, the shared amenity
is protected open space instead of a golf course.

Conservation subdivision design requires careful
attention to site planning to delineate areas to be

protected as open space and areas to be
developed as home sites. Ideally, a conservation
design will identify unique, scenic, or significant
natural features of a site to be preserved in large
contiguous blocks. Homes and lots are then laid
out to maximize visual and physical access to the
open space by the residents. Homes are clustered
together on smaller lots, usually in a few areas of
the site to maximize each resident’s access to the
open space. The combined effect of the protected
open space and the clustered homes results in an
average overall density no greater than the
density achieved using a conventional subdivision
design. An easement or other mechanism for
preserving the open space ensures that the open
space will not be developed.

Figure 2Figure 1
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